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Jewish Day School:
Where everyone knows 

your child’s name.

Small classes and an intimate 
environment ensure that 

your child comes fi rst 
and their learning needs 

are met.

To book a tour and learn more, contact:
Ottawa Jewish Community School
Jennifer Greenberg, 613-722-0020 x345,   
j.greenberg@theojcs.ca

Torah Day School Ottawa
Rabbi Boruch Perton, 613-274-0110
rabbi.perton@torahday.ca

Small classes and an intimate 
environment ensure that 

your child comes fi rst 
and their learning needs 

Registration for the 2020/21 
school year is now open. 

BY KAI WANG
GREENING SACRED SPACES

Understanding your current 
energy use is the first step in 
reducing it – you can’t manage 
if you don’t measure. Greening 

Sacred Spaces Ottawa is seeking congre-
gations to participate in our free Energy 
Benchmarking Program funded by the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation to help faith 
communities lower and track their ener-
gy use and emissions.

Energy benchmarking refers to the 
process of measuring a building’s ener-
gy performance against its past per-
formance and other similar buildings. 
Because buildings typically account 
for 42 per cent of a faith community’s 
carbon footprint, understanding your 
energy consumption is a vital first step 
to creating a greener, more sustainable 
community. Benchmarking provides 
information that enables you to more 
accurately assess the effectiveness of 
your energy-saving measures and better 
plan for future projects. In addition, it 
supports financial stewardship: bench-
marked buildings on average reduce 
usage by 2.4 per cent annually.

The Energy Benchmarking Program 
was first launched as a pilot in Toron-
to in 2017 and has since successfully 
reached over 100 GTA communities. 
Toronto synagogues have already seen 
benefits from participating, including 
Shaarei Shomayim Congregation which 
serves nearly 700 families in North York. 
Having undergone a massive renovation 
in 2015, it signed up for the program in 
2019 because it felt there was still work 
to be done on the energy reduction side.

“The program was very advanta-
geous to us because it helped assess our 
usage over the last number of years and 
showed us the areas we needed to work 
on,” said Nicole Toledano, Shaarei Sho-
mayim’s executive director.

Ultimately, they found the building 
was doing well compared to others and 
that benchmarking was an effective way 
of engaging in practical and economic cli-
mate action. Other Jewish congregations 
in the GTA participating in the program 
include Congregation Darchei Noam, 
Temple Sinai Congregation, Beth Tzedec 
Congregation, Beth Tikvah Synagogue, 
and Beth Jacob; as well as the Joseph & 
Wolf Lebovic Jewish Community Campus.

In Ottawa, a total of 50 faith com-
munities will receive an annual bench-
marking report for the next two years. 
Data is compiled using the U.S. EPA-de-
signed “Energy Star Portfolio Manag-
er®” online tool – the same program 
used by Natural Resources Canada – to 
create a baseline report from the par-
ticipating community’s previous three 
years of utility bills. Sent out during the 
first year of the program, the resulting 
baseline report provides the total cost 
of energy, greenhouse gas emissions, 
and weather normalized site EUI. This 
last metric measures the building’s total 
energy use divided by its square footage 
and is adjusted for annual differences in 
weather to accurately compare energy 
use from year to year. Greening Sacred 
Spaces will send out a final personalized 
report during year two of the program, 
along with an anonymous comparison 
of similar faith buildings in the region.

The program also provides partici-
pants with additional resources includ-
ing energy-efficiency tools, green audit 
funding, information on energy-saving 
incentives, and educational workshops, 
to work closely alongside communities 
in identifying means of decreasing ener-
gy consumption.

To find out more or to sign up, visit 
www.faithcommongood.org/ 
energy_benchmarking or contact  
Kai Wang at gssenergy@ 
faithcommongood.org or 647-885-0793.

New program to help faith 
communities reduce energy costs
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